Ethyl or grain alcohol is in many respects the most satisfactory solvent. Denatured alcohols are unsatisfactory, because in general they give a lighter test color with a soil than the grain alcohol, the solubility of the KCNS ie variable depending on the denaturant, moreover it is difficult to secure a uniform grade in different lots of the solvent.
Ordinary "wood alcohol is unsatisfactory, the best grades commonly procurable containing a variable percentage of water (4 to 10 %} and of acetone and methyl acetate, which modifies the result of the test. Different lots of the same grade are of variable purity.
The addition of ether or acetone gave a slightly more intense color than grain alcohol alone, but there was no worth while improvement from their use. With moist soils benzene, ether and petroleum ether gave an emulsion which tended to obscure the color.
Recently a special grade of wood alcohol of high purity -9915% wood alcohol and 0.1% acetone, and methyl acetate has been secured which gives intensities of color very similar to grain alcohol, and in many ways is more satisfactory. For example, settling out of the suspended material is much more rapid. This alcohol is put on the market by the Wood Products Company of Buffalo, N. Y.., under the name of Columbian Methonol. In October, 1923, it was quoted at $1.37 per gallon in 50 gallon lots. Ordinary wood alcohol in moderate sized lots costs from $1.65 to $1.85 per gallon. The color produced has a slight
